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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary 
 On Tuesday, November 10th, the WFRC club held the 
regular monthly indoor meeting in the confines of the 
Monticello Middle School. Attendees for the meeting 
included 4 club officers and 3 members. 
 The business meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM by 
club president Joel Dirnberger.
 Meeting minutes for the October meeting were 
approved as published in the November newsletter with no 
additions or corrections. 
 The club treasurer was not in attendance and there was 
no treasury report. 
 Leo Davids reported that the portable toilet service at 
the field ended before the last week of  October. 
 Club vise-president, Mark Shobe stated he wasn't going 
to stand for reelection for another term because he will 
have trouble making meetings due to his business 
commitments. Mark recommended that Drew Holmquist 
be considered as a nominee for vise-president based on 
Drew's contributions as event coordinator this past year.
 Under old business, a discussion was continued about 
reconsidering the dues charge for 2016 club membership 
that was brought to the floor by Leo Davids at the October 
meeting. In response to what was reported in the October 
newsletter about that discussion, only two members 
responded by email to express their opinion. Neither were 
strong on a club dues reduction to offset the AMA dues 
increase. After discussing whether there might be any 
advantage to ensuring a good renewal rate for current 
members by dropping dues by $20, a motion was made, 
seconded and carried unanimously to continue the current 
dues rates for 2016 and let the $20 reduction occur in 2017 
as originally approved when the field improvement project 
was instituted in 2013. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 PM

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, December 8th, 

2015. It will be held in Room 30 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

Show & Tell
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Duane Smallwood brought in his recently completed 
Aeroworks Laser 200. This is an ARF aerobatic scale model 
with 76” wingspan for 30-35cc gas engines. Construction is 
balsa and plywood with Ultracote covering. The projected 
total weight is about 12 pounds. Duane is using a DLE 2-
cycle gas engine. He is very pleased with the quality of the 
material, hardware and construction, as good as he has ever 
seen. Duane is looking forward to next spring when more 
pleasant weather will bolster his Laser 200's maiden flight.

Moving Closer to RC Model 
Registration with the FAA
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 About a week ago, the task force that the US DOT 
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commissioned for drafting recommendations for registering 
of unmanned aircraft completed their work and submitted 
a report. The registration initiative was prompted by the 
enormous growth over the last year or two of all  forms of 
recreational radio controlled aircraft. The technology has 
advanced to the point that the general consumer has the 
ability to cheaply purchase and fly remote controlled aircraft 
into the national airspace (above 500ft. altitude or within 5 
miles of  an airport) with minimal skill or training. 
 The FAA (somewhat infamous aviation wing of the US 
DOT) now has to come up with a registration mechanism 
supposedly guided by the recommendations of the DOT 
commissioned task force. The basic recommendations were 
that all aircraft 250 grams to 25 kilograms must be regulated 
for the safety hazard that they pose to people and manned 
aircraft. The recommended methodology was to register the 
person piloting the aircraft, not each individual aircraft 
itself. Further, they recommended that registration should 
not be required at the point of purchase of aircraft nor be 
required to purchase aircraft. The pilot's registration ID 
would be required to be on each aircraft that the pilot was 
flying.
 The AMA was represented in this task force. However 
they submitted a dissenting opinion. It was basically that 
AMA members should not have to register with the FAA 
because they already have this system through their 
membership with the AMA.
 The FAA was expected to try to have a registration 
system (probably internet based) up and running for the 
holiday season because of the anticipated increase of 
unmanned aircraft the industry is offering at this peak 
consumer buying time. It's difficult to imagine that a 
government agency with the inertia of the FAA can make 
this happen without it becoming an awful mess. The only 
up side is this could initially force the process to be 
extremely simple to get it up and running. Later, when the 
fertile minds at the FAA have some time to ponder the 
process, they can get as elaborate and bureaucratic as they 
feel they need to. 

Hobbico Flyzone AirCore Closeout
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Last month's newsletter contained information about this 
line of micro RC planes based on a show & tell 
presentation at our October meeting. Since then, Tower 
Hobby seemed to ramp up on the closeout effort by further 
dropping prices on their remaining stock of AirCore 
airframes and power modules. The airframes are down to 
$10 each which is amazing and the power modules are 
down to $33. 
 Leo has picked up the Focke Wulf 190 and a power core 
at these prices and Joel got a Spitfire, a Focke Wulf and 
another power core. To date, the P-51 with WWII markings 
and the Spitfire are no lower available. That leaves the Miss 
America P-51, the Bf-109, Focke Wulf 190A and the two 

A6M Zero's still listed without any “limited quantities” 
showing yet even for their power cores on Tower's web site. 
 I follow the forum threads for the AirCore line on RC 
Groups and the chatter has really picked up lately after 
being almost a dead topic most of this year. New people 
are buying in and previous owners from a couple years back 
are replenishing their fleet of  them.

 So again if you have a Tactic radio or AnyLink module 
for your brand of radio and like the micro size, this is 
probably a great opportunity.

Yet Another AMA Special Renewal 
Offer
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 As you know, in addition to AMA increasing member 
dues for 2016, they are also increasing their charter fee to 
our club as well as the insurance certificates we get for the 
flying field site owners. Like they did for membership 
renewals, they are offering our club last year's rates for 
charter and insurance if we renew them by December 31st 
rather than March 2016. Overall, we would save $50 by 
taking this offer. The only hitch is if  we don't have all our 
officers elected for next year. So we need to make the effort 
to get the vacated position of vise-president filled at the 
December meeting and then I can get a check from our 
treasury and send it in before the end of  the month. 
 So any nominees we want to consider to fill the VP post 
should be submitted by the meeting next Tuesday so 
that we can vote and install  all  the officers for 2016 before 
we adjourn for the year. 

Too much yellow??  Before and After Leo’s redo.
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Another RC Flier Crosses Over to the 
Dark Side
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 My adventures in RC have been somewhat uneven when 
it came to converting from the old 72 MHz radio spectrum 
to the current 2.4GHz spread spectrum protocols. Initially, 
I exercised brand loyalty and went into spread spectrum 
with Airtronics equipment. However, Airtronics was often 
limiting and rather expensive when it came to ARF electric 
aircraft incessantly coaxing you to forsake just a handful of 
models in favor of  collecting dozens. 
 So I next tried converting old 72 MHz radios to spread 
spectrum protocols that were more economical on the 
receiver equipment than Airtronics' FHSS protocol. I found 
some good buys on the old JR programmable computer 
based radios with 8 to 10 model memory that were 
otherwise destined for the scrap heap. Then with 
inexpensive conversions I could easily fly the popular 
Spektrum DSM2 and DSMX protocols and their associated 
BNF aircraft. But I developed a real hodge-podge that 
often had me bringing 3-4 transmitters along whenever I 
went flying.
 I had quietly been considering how to get myself a 
genuine Spektrum transmitter. Between my JR transmitters 
and all the people I help in our club who use Spektrum, I 
had become as familiar with that line as anything out there. 
But I've found that I really need at least an 8-channel 
transmitter to support everything I fly. So in the Spektrum 
line that was their $450 (street price) DX9. No way did I 
want to put more than $300 in any new transmitter. 
 Then somehow the planets aligned in the skies over 
Horizon Hobby in Champaign, Illinois. Something to do, 
no doubt, with the holiday shopping season. A confluence 
of discounts rebates and free stuff added up to at least 
$150 on their DX9 radio deal. So here I go feeling like I'm 
crossing over to the dark side. I already have 7 aircraft 
flying with Spektrum compatible receivers and enough 
receivers to convert at least another 8 in my fleet to fly off 
my new DX9. Only 235 to go and the model memory will 
be filled.
 As I already mentioned, quite a few in our club use and 
are familiar with something in the Spektrum line. So I don't 
need to go on here about their features and configuration 
capabilities. The only thing I didn't see coming was their 
rather strict management of owner registration and 
firmware update. The firmware they provide to drive the 
configuration capability of their current generation radios is 
called AirWare. 
 They don't charge for updates or enhancements to either 
AirWare or the audio files that support the voice functions 
in the transmitter. However, you have to register and 
establish an online account with Spektrum to get access to 
updates. They can then be downloaded to your PC and 

moved via an SD card into the transmitter. Any update file 
is specific to the serial  number in your transmitter and 
won't work in anyone else's transmitter so they can't be 
shared.
 Right out of the box, I compared my DX9 firmware 
version with the current one that Spektrum has available on 
line (ver 1.09) which is dated October 2015. That is eight 
versions higher than the one in my transmitter (ver. 1.01) 
which dates back to September 2013. Those eight revisions 
to the AirWare contain quite a few bug fixes as well as 
significant enhancements for you to use when configuring a 
model. 
 So if you neglect to participate in the registration and 
upgrade program, you just purchased a new transmitter 
which could have over 2 year old AirWare at the heart of its 
configuring interface. It would be shocking to me that the 
transmitter I just received from Horizon had been sitting in 
their warehouse for over two years. I'd be more inclined to 
believe that they just never update their manufacturing 
supplier with the latest AirWare and expect all the buyers to 
fall  in line with the online registration/upgrade program. 
The transmitter does have a screen pop-up message that 
occasionally reminds you to register the radio. And when 
you establish an account with Spektrum, you get email 
notifications of  upgrades as they become available. 
 One problem with having such fluid changing of the 
configuring capability (AirWare) of the Spektrum radio is 
accurate documentation, not so much for the bug fixes but 
for some of the enhancements. The DX9 user manual, 
both hard copy and available online, is still written 
reflecting the state of the radio's AirWare in August 2013. 
The exception is a 4-page addendum they issued in 
November 2015 as a PDF document entitled “Spektrum 
AirWare Software Update”. Half of this document is 
devoted to providing information about a new model type, 
Multirotor, that was added to AirWare to give more 
customization for setting up the vast number of 
multicopters that have become available. Previously, 
multirotors would have been configured using an Airplane 
type.
 From my perspective, this radio is certainly well featured 
and cutting edge enough even two years after coming out. 
However, you need to do more than master the configuring 
capability which in itself is a challenge. Spektrum has also 
charged you with managing the basic firmware using a PC 
and the internet. Maybe this is becoming more the rule than 
the exception in the RC world today. It did surprise me, 
having sat back so long with 10-20 year old equipment that 
simply needed some minor hardware upgrades to keep 
them relevant. So some might say I crossed over to the dark 
side yet others might say that I came from the dark side... 
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Odds and Ends

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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